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ALGERIA. 

By  Consul   Arthur  C.  Frost,  Algiers.  Fcbruarj-  5. 

Algeria  is  preeminently  an  agriciilturar  country.  Since  1910  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine  has  increased  to  notable  proportions.  The  pro- 
duction of  wine,  which  is  for  the  most  part  exported  to  France, 
easily  exceeds  all  other  agricultural  products  combined  and  is  espe- 
cially developed  in  the  Department  of  Algiers. 

Output  of  Wine — Agricultural  and  Forestal  Products. 

The  1917  wine  production  was  smaller  than  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  showing  a  marked  decrease  in  the  Departments  of  Algiers  and 
Oran.  The  following  table  gives  the  official  figures  of  production  by 
Departments  for  the  past  four  years : 


Departments. 

1911 

1915 

1910 

1917 

Algiers 

Gallons. 

172,587,141 

67,454,265 

27,423,195 

20,949 

Gallons. 
80,743,569 
44,400,928 
10,603,222 
10,038 

Gallons. 

119,458,411 

92,642,567 

19,835,609 

38, 153 

Gallons. 

85,446,352 

63,806,710 

Oran        

18,890,487 

South  Territories..                           

65,937^ 

Total 

267,485,550 

135,757,757 

231,974,740 

168, 209, 492 

The  cereal  production  of  Algeria  is  important  and  consists  prin- 
cipally of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats.  The  Departments  of  Oran  and 
Constantine  have  large  tracts  devoted  to  these  crops,  which  flourish' 
particularly  in  the  high  plateaus  between  the  Atlas  Mountains  and 
the  desert  regions.  The  hard  Avheat  is  cultivated  b}^  the  natives  and 
soft  wheat  by  the  Europeans.  The  production  of  barley,  much  con- 
sumed by  the  natives,  about  equals  tliat  of  both  kinds  of  wheat. 

A  flouri.shing  feature  of  the  agricultural  industry  in  Algeria  is 
supplying  early  fruits  and  vegetables  to  the  French  market,  but 
statistics  of  production  are  not  available. 

Algeria  has  a  forest  extent  of  about  7,500,000  acres.  The  ])ro- 
duction  of  wood  and  charcoal  is  sufficient  for  domestic  consumption, 
but  before  the  war  a  large  quantity  was  imported  for  industrial  and 
construction  purjioses.  Austria-Hungary  furnished  the  greatest 
share,  followed  by  tlic  United  States  and  Russia. 

The  loading  forest  product  is  cork,  which  covers  a  total  of  1,112,000 
acres,  G«0,000  acres  belonging  to  the  Stale.  Cork  and  brierwood  are 
the  only  products  entering  into  trade  with  the  United  States.  Cork, 
while  exported  in  larger  quantity  than  the  previous  year,  was  far 
from  attaining  pre-war  prosperity,  because  of  the  closing  of  the 
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Eussian  and  other  markets  of  Europe.  It  is  exported  .almost  entirely 
in  the  raw  stafe.  The  forest  receipts  in  1916  were :  Cork,  $256.999 ; 
wood  and  bark,  $193,000;  other  products,  $57,900;  a  total  of  $507,899, 
.as  compared  with  a  total  of  only  $362,570  in  1915. 

The  Live-Stock  Industry — Mineral  Besources. 

In  1913,  the  live  stock  in  Algeria  numbered  15,000,000,  with  an  es- 
timated value  of  $96,500,000.  Since  the  war  the  stock  has  sulfcred 
considerable  diminution,  due  in  varying  measure  to  increased  domes- 
tic consumption,  exportation  for  army  and  civilian  use,  and  climatic 
conditions.  In  1913,  live  stock  and  products  occupied  second  place  in 
the  list  of  Algerian  exports,  with  a  total  value  of  $16,984,000.  The 
Mohammedan  population  owns  herds  ten  times  as  large  as  those 
belonging  to  the  Europeans.  It  is  interesting  to  note,  however,  that 
in  the  20  years  from  1890  to  1910  the  herds  in  the  hands  of  the  latter 
nearl}'  doubled,  while  those  of  the  former  remained  stationary. 

Sheep  raising  exceeds  in  importance  all  other  branches  of  the' live- 
stock industry  combined,  the  normal  exports  amounting  to  more  than 
a  million  head  per  year.  Owing  to  the  high  mortality  of  the  previous 
winter,  1916  exports  fell  off  one-fifth  from  this  figure. 

Cattle  exports  in  1915  amounted  to  58.751  head,  far  exceeding  the 
annual  average  since  1900,  vvhile  in  1916  the  total  was  22,842  head,  the 
lowest  average  since  1900.  Algeria  is  not  adapted  to  any  large  pro- 
duction of  dair}^  products,  although  some  development  may  be  ex- 
pected after  the  war. 

Algeria  has  rich  mineral  resources,  especially  iron  and  phosphates. 
Copper,  lead,  zinc,  antimonj^,  and  mercury  are  also  mined  to  some 
extent.  Aluch  exploration  remains  to  be  done  to  show  the  extent  of 
these  resources.  It  is  claimed  that  there  is  a  vast  coal  field  in  the 
southwest  on  the  Moroccan  border  at  Colomb-Bechar.  Another  prod- 
uct of  which  there  are  excellent  prospects  is  mineral  oil.  In  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Relizane  one  company  is  said  to  have  produced  7,000 
tons  of  a  very  high-grade  oil  since  1901.  There  are  many  companies 
engaged  in  prospecting  for  oil,  the  most  important  being  a  French 
company. 

The  mining  industry  has  been  forced  to  considerable  activities  by 
the  needs  of  national  defense  but  has  suffered  from  labor  shortage, 
transportation  difficulties,  and  loss  of  markets. 

Tew  Factories  in  Algeria — Maritime  Movements. 

There  is  little  manufacturing  done  in  Algeria,  consequently  the 
country  is  dependent  on  France  and  other  countries  for  most  of  its 
manufactured  goods.  The  tobacco  industrj^  is  of  chief  importance 
in  foreign  trade,  finding  a  market  in  the  French  colonies,  principalh^ 
French  Indo-China.  There  are  70  or  80  flour  mills,  brick  and  tile 
factories,  furniture,  lime  and  cement,  vegetable  fiber,  and  native 
shoemaking  establishments,  and  various  others  devoted  to  produc- 
tion for  the  local  market.  The  general  statistics  for  Algeria  have 
not  been  published  since  1912,  but,  according  to  a  recent  investigator, 
there  are  about  716  establishments  in  the  countrj^,  with  a  motor  force 
of  16,252  horsepower  and  23,584  workmen. 

The  tonnage  of  vessels  entering  and  clearing  at  Algerian  ports  and 
the  tonnage  of  merchandise  disembarked  and  loaded  have  progres- 
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sively  declined  since  1914.  The  most  significant  change  noted  since 
the  war  is  that  Oran,  with  a  vessel  tonnage  in  1914  of  about  one-half 
that  of  Algiers,  actualh'  surpassed  Algiers  in  1910  in  total  tonnage 
of  vessels. 

The  maritime  movement  for  1914,  1915.  and  191G  is  given  below: 


Kiitcrcd. 

Clcarc;!. 

\c.ii-. 

Net 

tonnage  of 

vessels. 

Goods 

unloaded, 

tons. 

Net 

tonnage  of 

vessels. 

Goods 

loaded, 

tons. 

1914       

4,911,670 
2,000,348 
2,297,243 

2,060,817 
1,733,724 
1,477,907 

5,723,691 
3,240,812 
2,801,481 

3,2S6,00G 
2,938,313 
2, 7SU  468 

1915 

1916                

Foreign  Commerce  of  Algeria. 

As  in  other  countries  in  a  state  of  early  developinent,  the  foreign 
commerce  of  Algeria  consists  principally  of  exports  of  natural  prod- 
ucts and  the  imports  of  manufactured  goods.  In  1916,  69  per  cent 
of  the  imports  were  manufactures  and  75  per  cent  of  the  exports 
were  vegetable  products.  France,  with  which  Algeria  has  vir- 
tually free  trade,  enjovs  the  greater  part  of  this  commerce.  Of  the 
total  imports  into  Algeria  in  1916,  73  per  cent  came  from  France,  of 
which  nearl}'  four-fifths  were  classified  as  manufactured  goods. 
Imports  from  France,  however,  include  a  considerable  percentage 
of  goods  having  origin  in  another  country,  which  pay  duty  in 
France  and  appear  in  customs  statistics  as  French  goods.  As  to 
exports  in  1916,  79  per  cent  went  to  France,  vegetable  products  con- 
stituting more  than  four-fifths  of  this  percentage. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  value  of  Algerian  imports  and 
exports  for  1915  and  1916,  by  classes  of  goods,  and  the  share  enjoyed 
by  France : 


Items. 


11IP0ET3. 

Animal  products 

Vegetable  products , 

Mineral  products , 

Manufactures , 

Total 

EXPORTS. 

Animal  products , 

A'egetable  products 

Mineral  products , 

Manufactures 

Total 


Trade 

with 

France. 


53,191,000 
9,584,000 
1,367,000 

41,299,000 


55,441,000 


15,666,000 

55,107,000 

1,004,000 

1,675,000 


73,452,000 


Trade 

with  all 

countries. 


$4,329,000 

15,940,000 

3,873,000 

47,865,000 


72,007,000 


IS, 220, 000 

63,298,000 

4,767,000 

4,945,000 


91,230,000 


Trade 

with 

France. 


Trade 
with  all 
countries. 


$3,734,000 

10,783,000 

2,371,000 

58,522,000 


75,410,000 


13,369,000 

77,660,000 

2,312,000 

1,817,000 


95, 158, 000 


?5, 521, 000 
17,682,000 
8,338,000 
71,494,000 


103, 035, 000 


15,141,000 
90,675,000 
8,708,000 
6, 260, 000 


120, 784, 000 


Wine  occupies  a  commanding  position  in  the  Algerian  export 
trade,  constituting  over  half  the  total.  Although  the  quantity  of 
wine  exported  in  1916  fell  off  more  than  one-third  of  the  volume  of 
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the  preceding  year,  due  to  lack  of  transportation  facilities,  the  total 
value  of  Avine  'increased  from  $40,000,000  to  $50,000,000.  Before  the 
war  a  large  i^art  of  Algerian  wine  consumed  in  the  regions  of  Paris 
and  eastern  France  entered  France  .through  Atlantic  ports  and 
rivers,  principally  Eouen,  being  conveyed  to  interior  ports  by  canal. 
The  war  has  deflected  much  of  this  commerce  to  Mediterranean 
ports  of  France. 

Chief  Articles  of  Import. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into 
Algeria  for  the  years  1915  and  191G  are  as  follows: 


Articles. 


1915 


Metric  tons.      Value 


1916 


Metric  tons.      Value. 


Acid ,  tartaric 

Alcohol  and  spirits 

Animals: 

Horses 

Mules 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Arms  and  ammunition. 
Beer 


Butter 

Calcium  carbide 

Candles 

Cement 

Cheese 

Chicory,  burnt  or  ground. 

Chuiaware 

Chocolate 

Coal. 


Coffee 

Copper 

Copper  sulphate. 

Cordage 

Dyes. 


Fats,  animal , 

Fertilizers: 

Chemical 

Organic 

Fish,  dry,  sailed,  preserved 

Footwear , 

Fruits: 

Fresh 

Dried 

Furniture 

Glassware 

Grain: 

Corn 

Wheat 

Flour 

Semolina  and  pastes 

Hides,  taiuied 

Iron  and  steel  bars,  wire,  sheets,  etc . 

Jewelry  and  clocks 

Lead 


Leather  goods. 
Lime. 


Liquors 

Lumber: 

Rough 

Sawed 

Machines,  machinery,  and  parts: 

Agricultural 

Other 

Tarts 

Metal  products 

Mat  and  basket  work 

Meats: 

Canned 

Salted 

Medicinal  compounds 

Medicinal  roots  and  herbs 


115 
a  380,722 

&261 

?;241 

&  1,576 

651,349 

236 

a  365, 877 

7}5 

2, 3.52 

2,427 

28,362 

2, 093 

384 

510 

1,260 

310,358 

7,290 

213 

4,217 

1,076 

63 

774 

578 

2S2 

1,819 

c  16.5, 399 

4,  .531 
784 
330 
247 

2, 681 

35, 331 

932 

580 

1,079 

21,617 

32 

2,934 

136 

32, 750 

0  25,889 

13, 493 
7, 985 

080 
2,175 

974 
7,852 

5i9 

337 
400 
170 
195 


S119, 060 
300,717 

119,600 

41,302 

95, 728 

341,224 

265, 954 

167,717 

523, 802 

138, 381 

946, 665 

219, 827 

1,178,072 

133, 556 

92,447 

608. 336 
3,664,298 
2, 662, 242 

150,  .MO 
801,. 529 
41 5,  ,529 
63,497 
15.8, 200 

14,608 

0,552 

594, 826 

269, 814 

400, 668 
176,209 
182,964 
67, 936 

128, 721 

1,298,504 

83,955 

58, 479 

2, 092, 120 

924,084 

ISO,  824 

230, 442 

332, 925 

125,450 

70,831 

243, 759 
303, 589 

498, 519 
889,344 
772,772 
2,015,885 
321,345 

342,382 
151, 505 

233. 337 
117, 151 


121 
a  347, 808 

?)664 

&741 

M,6S1 

6 136, 682 

489 

a  357, 740 

583 

3,310 

2,471 

22,268 

1,939 

562 

619 

1,280 

318, 894 

7, 613 

337 

5,344 

1,456 

57 

817 

2,004 

1,1.52 

1,562 

C 394, 961 

3,062 

1,071 

311 

355 

22 


358 
806 
175 


26,365 

54 

567 

109 

30, 695 

a  35, 210 

7,140 
6, 149 

970 
2,176 

865 
7, 261 

COS 

452 
334 
215 
229 


8108,273 
421, 705 

235, 460 
120, 818 
131,240 
898,994 
636,514 
159,611 
409, 353 
194,930 
971, 176 
171,382 

1,080,414 
194, 737 
113,291 
617, 600 

3,772,764 

2, 776, 691 
201,106 

1,014,001 
565,490 
43,232 
172,928 

68, 129 

33,389 

518,398 

1,050,499 

195,316 
217,318 
182, 771 
99,009 

1,158 

2,895 

32,038 

137,030 

2,540,073 

1,369,142 

268, 270 

72, 761 

210, 563 

117, 1.51 

90, 500 

114,557 
207, 831 

713, 135 
958, 438 
594,826 
1,983,268 
264, 003 

462,042 
124,871 
429,232 
141,083 


a  Gallons. 


i>  Number. 


c  Pau's. 
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Article^. 


Metric  tons.      Value 


191(3 


Metric  tons.      Value. 


Oils: 

Heavy 

Mineral 

Olive 

From  seeds 

Paper,  and  manufactures. 

Perfumes 

Porcelain  ware 

Potatoes 

Pottery 

Rice  and  rice  flour 

Rubber  goods 

Sausage 

Seeds  and  fruits,  oily 

Seeds  for  sowing 

Silk 


Sirups,  candies,  cakes,  etc. . . 
Skins,  green,  fresh,  or  dried . 

Soap 

Staves 

Sugar: 

Raw 

Refined 

Sulphur 

Tea 

Textiles: 

Cotton 

Woolen 

Other 

Thread: 

Cotton 

Other 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Toys 

Vegetables,  dried  and  meal. 
Vehicles: 

Automobiles 

Other 

Vine  plants 

Waters,  mineral , 

Wearing  apparel 

Wine 

Wood  products , 

Wool 

Partel-post  shipments 


2,720 

4,052,275 

33G 

10, 388 

11,936 

241 

144 

20, 050 

2,459 

7,037 

197 

244 

2,981 

454 

57 

1,940 

GGO 

12,030 

3,701 

2,053 

30, 383 

21, 6!8 

290 

11, 590 

420 

7,887 

291 

907 
1,327 

058 
7,110 

105 
1S4 


2, 251 

317 

a  473, 737 

107, 867 

678 

001,080 


?132,012 
807,319 
79,323 
2,101,577 
3, 902, 053 
285, 061 
08, 708 
845, 147 
148, 990 
449, 497 
690, 108 
159, 804 
205, 375 
140,294 
396, 615 
47.5,938 
325, 091 
1, 053, 024 
184,  701 

369, 981 

4,471,231 

848,042 

223, 687 

11,044,848 
1,  .521, 033 
1,677,550 

38.5, 035 
339, 294 
289,307 
1,217,251 
645, 392 

359, 752 
55, 970 


108, 406 
2, 055, 450 

513,959 
5, 090, 182 

237, 909 
12, 228, 860 


3, 580 

5,254,535 

1,600 

5,407 

12, 843 

438 

216 

18,601 

3,076 

4,430 

440 

204 

2,488 

273 

63 

2,128 

546 

13, 282 

3,099 

2,512 

28,723 

24,370 

326 

15,476 

178 

8,755 

420 
749 

1,670 
930 

4, 092 

145 

202 

1,823 

1,650 

534 

1451,811 

65, 589 

881 

774, 163 


S17.5, 137 
985,225 
413,599 

1,087,55.5 

4,390,943 
417,845 
101,027 
590, 961 
194, 930 
267,305 

1,579,319 
133, 550 
219, 827 
87,622 
444,865 
545,997 
220, 213 

2,419,834 
157,681 

344,312 

4, 221;  682 

1,002,635 

271,358 

17,209,424 

479,412 

1,8.52,414 

511,450 
296,255 
373,841 
1,733,520 
380,017 

311,888 

87, 429 

351, 832 

79, 516 

3, 996, 644 

5.58,928 

3, 183, 149 

258,041 

14,303,037 


a  Gallons. 


Import  Trade  Principally  with  France. 

Owing  to  existing  conditions,  the  statistics  of  Algerian  commerce 
wdtli  countries  other  than  France  for  the  year  191G  have  not  as  yef 
been  issued.  As  before  noted,  France,  while  still  enjoying  the  larger 
share  of  Algerian  import  trade,  has  furnished  a  decreasing  per- 
centage of  the  total  of  imports  since  the  war.  To  indicate  the  ground 
that  France  has  lost  to  other  countries,  there  is  given  below  a  table 
of  certain  products  in  which  France  possessed  a  virtual  monopoly 
preceding  the  war,  the  period  from  July  1,  1913,  to  June  30,  1914, 
being  taken  as  the  basis,  when  conditions  were  normal,  for  com- 
parison with  the  corresponding  periods  in  1914-15  and  1915-lG,  or 
practically  the  first  two  years  of  Avar.  Military  purchases  have  been 
excluded  from  the  calculation,  and  the  values  of  1913-14  are  taken 
as  a  standard  for  the  two  following  years. 

Of  these  products,  France,  which  supplied  97  per  cent  of  the  total 
in  1913-14,  furnished  in  1915-lG  only  07  per  cent.  Great  Britain 
made  the  largest  gain  in  this  trade,  followed  by  Spain,  Ital}^,  and  the 
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United  States.    The  most  notable  gain  in  the  British  trade  was  in 
cotton  poods. 


Articles  and 
countries. 


1913-14 


Foodstuffs: 

France 

Great  Britain 

Spain 

Italy 

United  States 

other   coun- 
tries  

Iron,    cast   iron, 
and  steel: 

France 

Great  Britain 

Spain 

United  States 

other   coun- 
tries   

Chemical    prod-  j 
nets: 

France 

Great  Britain 

Spain 

Italy 

United  States 

other   coun- 
tries  ! 

Soap  and  candles: 

France 

Great  Britain 

Spain 

Italy 

Other   coun- 
tries  


,250,000 
3,000 
86,000 
4,000 


68,000 


305,000 
41, 000 


465, 000 

32,000 

1,000 

4,000 


10, 000 

,  G17, 000 
10, 000 


6,000 
3,000 


1914-15 


$4,193,000 

7,000 

153, 000 

18,000 

28,000 

215,000 


150,000 
56,000 
6,000 


1,000 


310, 000 

95,000 

5,000 

3,000 

5,000 

10,000 

2,254,000 
3,000 
1,000 
1,000 

15,000 


1915-16 


S3, 709, 000 
18,000 

419,000 
14,000 

345,000 

245, 000 


131,000 
29,000 
25,000 
64,000 


3,000 


299,000 

304,000 

5,000 

4,000 

24,000 

12,000 

2,524,000 
27,000 
24,000 
20,000 


Articles  and 
countries. 


Cotton,    woolen, 
and  juto  textiles 
and  thread: 

France 

Great  Britain 

Spain 

Italy 

United  States 
Other   coun- 
tries  

Paper: 

France 

Great  Britain 

Spain 

Italy 

Other   coun- 
tries  

Leather  and 
Jcather  goods: 

France 

Great  Britain 

Spain 

Other   coun- 
tries   

Other   merchan- 
dise: 

France 

Great  Britain 

Spain 

Italy 

United  States 
Other   coun- 
tries  


,753,000 

51,000 

3,000 

1,000 


26,000 


,332,000 
3,000 


3,000 


,825,000 
1,000 


,706,000 

19,000 

123,000 

3,000 


47,000 


1914-15 


;3, 724, 000 

240,000 

510, 000 

8,000 


19,000 

1,941,000 
1,000 
4,000 


992, 000 

.5, 000 

35,000 

8,000 


473.000 
12, 000 
69, 000 
12,000 


1915-16 


.52.951,000 

3,274,000 

580,000 

559,000 

1,000 

59,000 

2,249,000 

2,000 

158,000 

16,000 

37,000 


1,089,000 
76,000 
10, 000 

11,000 


550,000 

9,000 

99,000 

10,000 

8,000 

48,000 


Export  Trade  by  Articles. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
articles  exported  from  Algeria  to  all  countries  in  1915  and  1916 : 


Articles. 


Metric  tons. 


\'alue. 


1916 


Metric  tons. 


Value. 


Animals: 

Cattle 

Goats 

Hogs 

Horses 

Mules 

Sheep 

Animal  product.^ 

Bran 

Brierwood  and  similar  woods.. 

Cigars 

Cigarettes 

Cork: 

Crude 

Worked 

Cotton,  ginned 

Eggs 

Fish,  fresh,  dried,  canned,  etc. 

Fodder 

Footwear 

Fruits: 

Fresh 

Dried 

Furniture  and  wood  products. 
Grain: 

Barley 

Oats 

AVheat 

Flour,  \\  heat 

Groats 


o  as, 

a  40, 

a  15, 

a  4, 

a  3 

a  1, 093, 


2, 

a  11,472: 

1; 


3 

41' 
i'124: 


36, 
58, 
113, 
17, 


'  iNiimljer. 


S2, 772. 458 
193'.  386 
333,890 
38:3, 684 
503,-344 

8,408,817 
379, 245 
229',  091 
240, 356 
171,577 

2,102,345 

S2,S,356 
135, 679 
2,895 
396, 229 
701, 169 
624, 934 
431,548 

1,830,026 

■  980, 616 

59,058 

1,420,094 
2, 447, 292 
0, 718, 909 
1,4.50,974 
337,171 

i  Pairs. 


a  22,  842 

"9,650 

a  20, 615 

cS15 

a  5, 579 

a  807, 574 


16, 962 

2,142 

0  16,393,100 

1,874 

16, 226 

785 

141 

1,924 

0,256 

78, 852 

6  231,841 

33,712 

12,712 

1,252 

170,585 
124,077 
78,962 
13,052 
15,4S3 


§1,143,332 

46,573 

457,603 

83,376 

233,337 

6,202,055 

478,254 

425, 565 

225,231 

245,303 

2,549,723 

1,085,046 
'492,536 
62, 725 
1,039,691 
1,121,137 
1,396,548 
805,389 

1,826,938 
1,119,014 

85,885 

6,584,581 
4,789,488 
4,571,977 
1,070,571 
1,344,824 
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Articles. 


Metric  tons. 


Value. 


1016 


Metric  tons. 


Value. 


Hides  and  skins,  fresh  and  salted — 

Leather  goods 

Machinery 

Matches 

Medicinal  herbs,  flowers,  and  leaves. 

Mercury 

Metal  products 

Mineral  products 

Oil: 

G  cranium 

Olive 

Ore: 

Antimony 

Copper 

Iron 

Lead 

Ziue 

Paper,  and  manufactures 

Phosphates,  natural 

Potatoes 

Preserves  and  pickles 

Salt, sea 

Scrap: 

Copper 

Iron  and  steel 

Seed .  sowing 

Semolina  and  pastes 

Skins,  prepared 

Soap. 


3,924 

8.5 
3fi0 
262 
242 


§1,660,1% 
118,695 
204,001 
11.5,414 
123,900 


029 


5,482 
9,022 


145,715 
718, 732 

306, 507 
1,428,393 

283,517 


4,137 
115 
280 
247 
391 
32 
907 


Spirits 

Superphosphates 

Tan  bark 

Tartar,  crude  and  wine  lees 

Textiles: 

Cotton 

Woolen 

Thread 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Toys 

Vegetable  fiber 

Vegetables,  dried  and  vegetable  meal. 

Vegetables,  fresh 

Vegetable  products,  various 

Veliicles 

Wearing  apoarel 

Wine .". 

Wool 

Parcel-post  shipments 


818, 705 

15,046 

16, 796 

262 

225, 891 

9,920 

742 

1,875 

300 

4,025 

48 

781 

81 

1,013 

61,027 

22,122 

9,129 

5,218 

191 

45 

133 

6,478 

73 

23,034 

7,675 

18,107 


383 

2-14 

,381,061 

11,827 

307,984 


2,243,818 
494,659 
810, 407 
98,044 
1,089,871 
516, 854 
114, 642 
14,475 

80,867 
154,786 

11,773 
105, 378 
129, 888 
156, 523 
2,186,497 
384,458 
317,099 
945,507 

225,617 

102,290 

69, 866 

1,250,447 

109,624 

555,647 

030, 145 

1,003,407 

1,4:%,  990 

99,588 

840, 708 

40, 137, 824 

3,910,373 

436,180 


8,201 

28, 473 

1,098 

938, 684 

23,731 

28,973 

135 

380,211 

14,403 

2,408 

3,910 

335 
6,062 
1,955 

694 
73 

831 

28,078 

6,837 

8,472 

4,409 

161 

24 

116 

3,710 

70 


a  1:33, 537 

7 

306 


81,767,494 
139,925 
204,001 
108, 852 
200, 141 
68, 322 
176,595 
700, 590 

347, 786 
2,136,703 

857,306 
116,572 

2,572,690 
801,529 

1,398,092 
53,268 

1,834,465 
145, 717 
371,911 
30, 108 

90,324 
231,793 
452,971 
96,500 
121,204 
129,117 

1,107,627 
118, 888 
294,325 

1,018,654 

170,033 

54,233 

77.393 

716; 030 

114,256 

600,809 

1,025,795 

794,774 

1,654,010 

65, 813 

831,444 

50,132,327 

2,379,499 

449, 111 


a  Gallons. 


Suggestions  to  American  Exporters. 

The  VN'ar,  which  veiy  largely  shut  off  Algeria  from  its  customary 
European  sources  of  supply  for  manufactured  goods,  presented  a 
splendid  opportunity  for  the  increased  sale  of  American  products.- 
Although  some  American  goods  have  since  found  an  entry  to  this 
market  and  manj^  others  have  had  comparatively  a  marked  gain, 
the  opportunity  has  not  been  u.sed  to  the  1' allest  extent. 

Most  American  houses  seeking  trade  in  this  country  write  letters 
in  English  and  in  submitting  terms  give  American  quantities  and 
measurements  and  prices  in  United  States  currency  f.  o.  b.  New 
York  or  other  port,  and  sometimes  even  prices  at  the  factory.  These 
letters  very  seldom  receive  serious  attention  and  in  normal  times 
would  receive  practicallj^  none.  English  is  little  used  or  understood 
in  business  circles,  and  reliable  translation,  especially  when  technical 
terms  are  employed,  is  not  only  expensive  but  very  difficult  to  obtain. 
Measurements  and  quantities  should  be  given  in  metric  equivalents, 
and  trade  terms  and  abbreviations  sliould  be  explained,  as  they  are 
often  misunderstood. 


8  SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 

Local  dealers,  as  a  rule,  prefer  to  buy  from  firms  in  France,  with 
whom  thej'  have  a  common  language,  under  conditions  with  which 
they  are  familiar,  rather  than  to  j^urchase  directly  from  the  United 
States,  even  with  the  chance  of  greater  profit,  if  obliged  to  deal  with 
the  uncertain  factors  of  foreign  language  and  units,  of  freight,  in- 
surance, exchange,  and  delays.  The  opc/iing  of  a  credit  in  New 
York  ties  up  the  lousiness  man's  capital  for  many  months,  during 
which  time  Jocal  conditions  may  undergo  a  complete  change. 

Steamship  Service  Needed — Trade   Opportunities. 

The  most  serious  drawback  lo  American  trade  with  Algeria,  how- 
ever, has  been  the  lack  of  direct  steamship  communication.  Most 
goods  are  transshipped  at  Marseille,  and  occasionally  at  Atlantic 
ports  of  France,  with  the  resulting  additional  delaj^s.  From  the 
time  of  placing  an  order  until  the  receipt  of  the  goods,  an  interval  of 
six  or  nine  months  ma}'  l)e  required,  and  in  one  recent  instance  a 
full  3'ear  was  required. 

A  regular  steamship  service  between  the  United  States  and  French 
North  Africa,  operating  in  the  beginning  once  a  month  or  even 
ever}'  six  weeks,  would  be  a  potent  factor  in  developing  American 
trade  and  is  believed  to  merit  the  early  attention  of  exporting  and 
maritime  interests  in  the  United  States. 

The  number  of  products  for  which  there  is  active  demand  in 
Algeria  is  extensive,  and  the  greater  pari:  could  be  supplied  b}^  the 
United  States.  Of  first  importance  is  agricultural  machinery,  of 
which  American  makes  have  been  firmly  established  and  should  have 
a  rapidly  expanding  market  following  tlie  war.  There  is,  in  par- 
ticular, an  excellent  opening  for  tractors,  as  there  are  many  million 
acres  of  land  adapted  to  their  use,  and  the  shortage  in  labor  has 
called  attention  to  all  labor-saving  machiner3\  Binder  twine  is  in 
large  demand. 

Among  other  products  which  the  local  market  requires  in  Aar3dng 
quantities  and  which  may  interest  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  may  be  cited  the  following:  Cotton  yarn  and  fabrics;  hard- 
ware, including  nails,  shelf  goods,  and  garden  tools;  machine  tools; 
leather  belting  and  other  leather  goods;  drilling  machinery;  iron  and 
copper  wire;  pig  iron  and  steel  bars,  plates,  sheets,  hoops,  and  rails; 
timber  for  construction  purposes;  coal;  copper  sulphate;  paper;  to- 
bacco; linoleum;  gasoline  motors;  motor  trucks  and  automobiles  of 
moderate  price,  including  delivery  wagons;  footwear;  cheap  jewelry; 
toys;  and  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  supplies.  Mineral  oil,  of 
which  the  greater  portion  came  from  the  United  States  before  the 
war,  now  comes  entirely  from  that  source,  as  the  Russian  and  Rou- 
manian supply  is  cut  off.  In  food  products  the  demand  exists  espe- 
cially for  sugar,  lard,  dried  beans,  unsmoked  bacon,  split  peas,  rice, 
cottonseed  oil,  and  canned  goods.  The  market  for  jjreserved  fruits 
is  not  large,  as  there  is  usually  fresh  fruit  of  some  kind  in  the  market 
the  year  round. 
Imports  from  United  States. 

Most  American  products  imported  into  xVlgeria  in  191G  showed 
gains  over  the  previous  year,  especially  mineral  oil,  machinery,  metal 
products,  spirits,  chemical  products,  boots  and  shoes,  and  parcel-post 
packages.    Wheat  was  imported  to  a  considerable  extent  in  1915,  but 
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the  imports  fell  to  almost  nothing  «tlic  following;  year.  Coal,  cotton- 
seed oil.  New  Zealand  flax,  Avood  products,  and  kitchen  ware  were  re- 
ceived in  smaller  amounts. 

The  following  table,  from  prelimhiary  figures  furnished  this  con- 
sulate by  the  customs  authorities  of  Algeria,  gives  the  (juantity  of 
the  principal  articles  imported  from  the  United  States  during  1915 
and  1916.    Statistics  of  value  are  not  yet  available. 


Article.;. 


1915 


Automobiles 

]?oots  and  shoes 

Chemical  products 

Coal 

Copper  sulphate 

Fertilizers 

Flax,  New  Zeriland. . .-. . 

Food  products 

Hoop  iron 

Jute  sacks 

Kitchen  waro 

Lard 

Lumber,  building 

Machines,  machinery, 
parts: 

Asricultural 

Miliin? 

Sewini,' 

Parts 

Tools 


Metric 
tons. 
1 

Til 

28 

6,455 


and 


445 
21 


1916 


Jifeiric 
tons. 

2 
2,547 

82 


228 

80 

215 

27 

40 

5 

2 

29 

125 


596 
52 
3 
57 
15 


Articles. 


Metal  products. 

Nails 

Oils: 

Cottonseed . 

Heavy 

Mineral 

Fork  products. . 

Spirits 

Sugar,  refined . . 

Terctiles 

-Tinplato 

Tobacco,  leaf... 

Wagons 

Wheat 

Wire,  iron 

Wood  products. 


1915 


Metric 

tOJl^. 

20 


1,207 

45 

o3,403,S89 


704 
33 
140 
470 


20, 878 


1918 


Metric 
tons. 
352 
49 

184 

44 

o5, 190, 870 

lOG 

a  32, 044 

799 

4 

826 

678 

2 

1 

355 

21 


a  Gallons. 
Shipments  to  United  States, 

Declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Algiers  decreased 
from  $1,0-18,242  in  1916  to  $536,74:9  in  1917.  There  was  a  marked  in- 
crease in  exports  from  Oran  to  the  United  States,  the  value  being 
$23,593  in  1916  and  $182,553  in  1917. 

Below  arc  given  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principle  articles, 
as  declared  at  the  consulate  at  Algiers  and  the  consular  agency  at 
Oran  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  for  the  past  two  j^ears: 


Articles. 


Quantity 


Value. 


Quantity.      Value 


ALGIERS. 

Algols,  crude  tartar,  and  wine  lees poiuids . 

Bones 

Brierwood 

Capers poimds. 

Cork  waste do. . . 

Corkwood do. . . 

Dyewood ions. 

F-iicalyptus  leaves pounds. 

Glue  stock , 

Hair,  goat pounds . 

Herbs,  n.  c.  s 

Hides  and  skins 

Oil: 

Geranium pounds . 

Olive tjallons . 

Rags: 

Woolen , pounds. 

other do. . . 

Eope  waste do . . . 

Sausage  casings 

Vegetable  fiber pounds . 

Zinc  ore tons . 

Total 


1,831,505 


S32S, 035 


22,046 

9,8-12,005 

2, 905, 261 

1,858 

73,160 


4,392 


16, 

2, 

129, 

131. 

62; 

1, 
1, 

2, 
61, 


S175, 677 

7,418 

69,614 


23,065 
1,183 

45,764 
375.509 
83; 070 


430,7.53 
5,657 


65,684 
1,572 

9,007 
6,867 
2,3!0 
1,932 
5,991 
215,037 

1,048,242 


5,063,642 
3,7.39,349 


68, 537 
139, 180 


3,014 
10, 554 


2,822 
42,631 

13,776 


3,520 


536,749 
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SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMEECE   REPORTS. 


Articles. 

1916 

1917 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value.    . 

Argols,  crude  tartar 

OE.4.N  AGENCY. 

and  wine  lees 

: pounds.. 

1,617,816 

§147,739 

$3,111 

Earth,  infusorial 

2,849 

Glue  stock 1 

;::::::::::::::::::::: 

914 

Kags 

pounds.. 

do 

77,05S 

1,267 

Skins,  sheep 

Skins,  moist 

46,422 
81,611 

15,406 

do.... 

15,645 

Vcsctablc  fiber 

tons.. 

643 

19,215 

Total 

23,593 

182, 553 

Xo  American  goods  were  returned  from  Algeria  during  the  past 
two  3'ears.  There  were  no  shipments  to  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii,  or  the 
Philippine  Islands. 
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